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There are three kinds
of trails in Minneapolis

Unmarked trails.
Mostly less-use trails, bikers
and pedestrians share the trail.
Pedestrians should keep to the right.

Separated trails on one pavement.
Bikers and pedestrians have separate
lanes. Only leave your lane to pass
when it is safe to do so.

Separated trails for bikes only.
Where pedestrians have a separate
walkway. Please keep to the
appropriate path segment.

Ride in a straight line.
Avoid weaving between
parked cars. Ride in
a straight line at least
4 feet away from
parked cars to avoid
the Door Zone
(see below).
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regulations. 
Riding predictably
and following
the law are the keys
to safe bicycling
on Minneapolis streets.
Knowing and following
the rules helps all road
users properly anticipate
and react to each other.

When necessary,
use entire travel lane.
Move toward the center
when the lane is too
narrow for motorists
to pass safely with
at least 3 feet of clearance
or when you’re moving
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To cross an intersection,
use the lane farthest
to the right that points
to where you are going.
Follow lane markings to cross
an intersection. If you can’t
change lanes to turn left,
ride across the street to the
other side and align your
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as a box turn).

Never ride
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is dangerous and
illegal. Motorists
and pedestrians
are not looking
for cyclists riding
the wrong way
down a street.

The Door Zone
is the 4-foot area along
the side of a parked car
where an opening door
can hit and seriously
injure a cyclist.

It's legal (and a good idea)
to move out of a bike lane
when there's not enough
clearance to avoid
the door zone.

Scan for oncoming vehicles
turning left, especially if you
are following another vehicle.
If you can see oncoming vehicles,
they are more likely to see you.

When going straight
through an intersection,
don't hug the right side
of the road, as cars may
"cut you off" making
a right turn around you.
Stay closer to the center
of your lane.

When necessary, advise others
when passing. Sound your bell
or horn or call out when approaching
pedestrians or slower cyclists.
Then pass safely on the left
leaving plenty of room.

Keep to the right.
Yield to pedestrians and slower
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Slow down when there are lots
of users on the trail.

Trail crossings.
Obey traffic signs and road markings.
Proceed through a trail crossing
only when you are sure all lanes
of motor traffic have stopped.

Adults without children
should avoid riding on the sidewalk.
It's easier to see and be seen
on the street. Parked cars and bushes
can block your view and drivers views.
Drivers don't expect to see bikes
on the sidewalk. If you do ride
on a sidewalk, yield to pedestrians
and treat yourself as a pedestrian
at intersections. Riding on sidewalks
is illegal in business districts.

When a trail or sidewalk
parallels a street, look ahead
and especially behind for cars
turning onto a street you are
about to cross.

Drivers don't always check
for bikes when pulling
onto a street. Scan right
at intersections, alleys,
and driveways. Watch
especially for drivers
whose view is obscured.

The speed limit
on all Minneapolis
Park Board trails
is 10 mph.

5' to 6' wide section on each side of the street reserved for bicycle use.
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Special pavement markings and signs identify the lanes.

Cars and bicycles share the lane.
Many bike routes have signs showing the direction and distance to
destinations (e.g. the Loop, the lakefront).
Bike routes are usually on streets that aren’t wide enough for bike lanes
but are good streets for biking.

Cars and bicycles share the street.
Usually established on streets with lots of traffic that
are too narrow for bike lanes.
Special pavement markings direct bicyclists to ride
outside the "Door Zone" (see "Door Zone" panel).
Markings and signs also encourage cars to share the
lane with bicyclists.

Most bike thefts are due to unlocked or improperly
locked bikes. Following these tips will help prevent
your bike from being stolen.

Never leave your bike unlocked–not even for a second.

Always use a high-quality U-lock or chain. For added
security, use both.

Always lock the frame and front wheel to either a rack
or pole (see illustration 1).

For extra security, remove the front wheel and lock it
with the frame and rear wheel (see illustration 2).

Note Some bike locks with cylindrical keys may be opened
with a pen or similiar object. Check with your local bike shop
to determine the need to upgrade or replace your lock.

Scan for oncoming vehicles
turning left, especially if you
are following another vehicle.
If you can see oncoming vehicles,
they are more likely to see you.

The Door Zone
is the 4-foot area along
the side of a parked car
where an opening door
can hit and seriously
injure a cyclist.

It's legal (and a good idea)
to move out of a bike lane
when there's not enough
clearance to avoid
the door zone.

When going straight
through an intersection,
don't hug the right side
of the road, as cars may
"cut you o�" making
a right turn around you.
Stay closer to the center
of your lane.

To cross an intersection,
use the lane farthest
to the right that points
to where you are going.
Follow lane markings to cross
an intersection. If you can’t
change lanes to turn left,
ride across the street to the
other side and align your
bike with traffic (also known
as a box turn).

When necessary,
use entire travel lane.
Move toward the center
when the lane is too
narrow for motorists
to pass safely with
at least 3 feet of clearance
or when you’re moving
at the same speed as traffic.

Ride in a straight line.
Avoid weaving between
parked cars. Ride in
a straight line at least
4 feet away from
parked cars to avoid
the Door Zone
(see below).

When necessary, advise others
when passing. Sound your bell
or horn or call out when approaching
pedestrians or slower cyclists.
Then pass safely on the left
leaving plenty of room.

To cross an intersection,
use the lane farthest
to the right that points
to where you are going.
Follow lane markings to cross
an intersection. If you can’t
change lanes to turn left,
ride across the street to the
other side and align your
bike with traffic (also known
as a box turn).

Keep to the right.
Yield to pedestrians and slower
moving traffic except when passing.
Slow down when there are lots
of users on the trail.

When necessary, advise others
when passing. Sound your bell
or horn or call out when approaching
pedestrians or slower cyclists.
Then pass safely on the left
leaving plenty of room.
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When a trail or sidewalk
parallels a street, look ahead
and especially behind for cars
turning onto a street you are
about to cross.

When a trail or sidewalk
parallels a street, look ahead
and especially behind for cars
turning onto a street you are
about to cross.
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When a trail or sidewalk
parallels a street, look ahead
and especially behind for cars
turning onto a street you are
about to cross.
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Scan for oncoming vehicles
turning left, especially if you
are following another vehicle.
If you can see oncoming vehicles,
they are more likely to see you.

Obey all traffic 
regulations.
Riding predictably 
and following the law 
are the keys to safe
bicycling on
Minneapolis streets.
Knowing the rules 
helps all road users 
properly anticipate
and react to
each other. 

Ride in a straight line.
Avoid weaving between
parked cars. Ride at
least 4 feet away from 
parked cars to avoid
the Door Zone
(see below).

Scan right at intersections, 
alleys, and driveways. 
Drivers don’t always check
for bikes when pulling
onto a street. Watch
especially for drivers
whose view is obscured. 

When a trail or sidewalk
parallels a street, look ahead
and especially over your  
shoulder for cars turning 
onto a street you are 
about to cross.

Don’t pass a truck or 
bus on their right side.
They can’t see you and 
may cut you off.

Never ride
against traffic.
Riding against traffic
is dangerous and
illegal. Motorists
and pedestrians
are not looking 
for cyclists riding
the wrong way
down a street.

When necessary, 
use entire travel 
lane. Move toward 
the center when the 
lane is too narrow 
for motorists to pass 
safely with at least 3 
feet of clearance or 
when you’re moving 
at the same speed 
as traffic. 

When going straight 
through an intersection, 
don’t hug the right side 
of the road, as cars may 
cut you off making a
right turn around you.
Stay closer to the center 
of your lane. 

To cross an intersection, 
use the lane farthest

to the right that points 
to where you are going.

Follow lane markings to cross
an intersection.

Stop here.

The Door Zone
is the 4-foot area along 
the side of a parked car
where an opening door
can hit and seriously 
injure a cyclist.

Keep to the right.
Yield to pedestrians and slower
moving traffic except when passing.
Slow down when there are lots
of users on the trail.

The speed limit 
on all Park Board trails
is 10 mph.    

Trail crossings.
Obey traffic signs and markings on streets
and trails. Proceed through a trail crossing
only when you are sure all lanes
of motor traffic have stopped. 

Unmarked (shared) trails.
Mostly less-used trails; cyclists
and pedestrians share the trail.
Pedestrians should keep to the right.

When necessary, advise others 
when passing. Sound your bell
or horn or call out when approaching
pedestrians or slower cyclists.
Then pass safely on the left 
leaving plenty of room. 

Adults without 
children should 
avoid riding on the 
sidewalk. It’s easier 
to see and be seen on 
the street. Parked cars 
and bushes can block 
your view and drivers’ 
views. 

If you do ride on a 
sidewalk, yield to 
pedestrians and travel 
at a pedestrian’s speed 
at intersections. 

Riding on sidewalks 
is illegal in business 
districts and on the  
U of M campus.

Separated trails on one pavement.
Cyclists and pedestrians have separate
lanes. Only leave your lane to pass
when it is safe to do so. 

Separated trails for bikes only.
Where pedestrians have a separate
walkway. Please keep to the
appropriate path segment. 

There are three kinds 
of trails in Minneapolis

Use left-turn lanes 
to make left turns. 
If you can’t change 
lanes to turn left, 
ride across the 
street to the other 
side and align your
bike with traffic 
(also known as a 
box turn).
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